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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 

1.-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of negotiating protocol options between 
first, second and third nodes in a telecommunications network using separated call 
control and bearer control protocols, the method comprising the steps of : 

transmitting a first call control message from the first node to the second node 
specifying protocol options supported by the first node; 

transmitting a second call control message from the second node to the third 
node specifying protocol options supported by both the first and second nodes; [[and]] 

if there is a protocol option supported by both the first and second nodes. 
selecting a protocol option from the protocol options specified in the second control 
messageff.ll , wherein said step of selecting a protocol option from the protocol options 
specified in the second control message is carried out bv the third node: and 

if there is not a protocol option supported by both the first and second nodes, 
selecting a default capability . 

15. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 14, wh e r ei n sa i d step 
of se l ecting a protocol option from the protoco l option s s p e cifi e d in th e s e cond contro l 
m e ssage is carried out by the th i rd nodo. wherein the protocol option is one selected 
from the group consisting of speech codecs and security capabilities. 

16. (Original) A method according to claim 14, wherein each said call control 
message includes a preference level associated with each specified protocol option. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A method according to any on e of c l a i ms claim 14, 
wherein the first node is an originating node. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method according to any one of c l aims claim 14, 
wherein the third node is a terminating node. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method according to any on e of - c l a i mg claim 14, 
which further includes determining whether the bearer level between the first and 
second nodes is affected by said selecting step, and if the bearer level is affected taking 
action to modify the parameters of the bearer level between the first and second nodes. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method according to any on e of claims claim 14, 
which further includes determining whether the bearer level between the second and 
third nodes is affected by said selecting step, and if the bearer level is affected taking 
action to modify the parameters of the bearer level between the second and third nodes. 

21. -36. (Cancelled) 
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